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Brussels, 10th January 2012 

 

Belgium Satellite Services and Intersat announce strategic tie-in to 

expand into the Middle East and Africa 

 
 

Belgium Satellite Services s.a. (BSS), a leading player in teleport services and satellite 

communications, and Intersat Africa Limited, one of the major satellite communications providers 

in Africa, today announced the signing of a partnership agreement to expand their operations and 

service delivery in the Middle East and African markets. 

 

Intersat currently offers Internet via Satellite connectivity to major organisations, government 

institutions and the private sector through the African continent and The Middle East.  The 

company has invested in state-of-the-art technology and cutting edge solutions that make service 

delivery more efficient and reliable for its customers and has won numerous awards for affordable 

and reliable connectivity.  

 

BSS, formed following the acquisition of Belgacom’s satellite services division in 2007, provides 

tailor-made, high-quality satellite networking solutions including hosting and hub services, IP over 

satellite, and TV and broadcasting solutions from its large technical and operational infrastructure 

in Europe.  

 

The combination of these two established and well-respected industry players, will create a 

dynamic new force for the African and Middle East market. The partnership includes a joint sales, 

marketing and product development organisation that will expand the customer base and offer an 

enhanced range of reliable satellite services.   

 

Ajoy Khandheria, Chairman of BSS said: “BSS has been looking to expand into Africa and the 

Middle East through a strategic partner for some time now and we are delighted to have found 

the right synergy and drive in Intersat Africa Limited, which has earned its reputation for providing 

reliable, stable and innovative solutions tailored to the African market.  I am very impressed by 

the organizational capabilities Abdul Bakhrani and his team have built at Intersat and BSS will 

benefit immensely by adding the capacity to fully provide concept to complete solutions which has 

been the focus in our telecoms and IT convergence projects in Asia and the Satcom business at a 

global level”. 
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 Nitin Dhawan, CEO of Belgium Satellite Services, said: “This partnership deepens our international 

footprint with a significant presence in Africa and The Middle East as well as increasing our range 

of data connectivity solutions.  With the experience of BSS, Intersat will be able to provide end-to-

end GSM Backhaul and DTH Broadcasting Solutions in the region.   It will give our customers 

improved access to the dynamic satellite services markets in Africa and The Middle East and is an 

important strategic step for BSS.” 

 

Abdul Bakhrani, CEO and co-founder of Intersat, added: “ We are delighted to have reached this 

agreement with Belgium Satellite Services as we both share a reputation for being highly 

customer focused and service based.   Intersat was built by Africans based on a strong 

commitment to provide affordable and reliable Internet and communications services. The 

combination of our two companies will solidify our ability to provide fast, responsive and flexible 

solutions for our customers in Africa and The Middle East through an enhanced infrastructure, 

technical development and marketing coverage”. 

 

The strengths of both organizations will bring new and more optimized services to all types of 

customers from SME’s to large corporations, telecom operators and ISPs. Although fibre has 

reached the African continent, it has not fully met expectations in terms of reliability, availability 

and ability to reach a significant portion of the population who live in rural areas.  As in-land fibre 

is far from ubiquitous, Internet via Satellite is for many people the only solution for 

communications connectivity. 

-Ends- 

 

About Belgium Satellite Services s.a. 

 

Belgium Satellite Services s.a. (BSS) is a leading player in the worldwide satellite services market, providing 

tailor-made, high-quality satellite networking solutions including hub and hosting services, IP over satellite, 

voice termination and TV and broadcast solutions.  BSS was formed following the acquisition of Belgacom’s 

satellite services division in 2007 by a leading Silicon Valley funded Telecom and IT transnational Equity 

company headquartered in India.  With two teleport sites and state-of-the-art facilities in Belgium and 

excellent fiber connectivity between the teleport and the globe, BSS is committed to providing 

international broadcasters, Internet Service Providers and corporate customers with advanced satellite 

services at a competitive price. More details at www.bssteleport.com 

 

For further information:  Howard Farr, Vice President, Global Sales 

Belgium Satellite Services s.a. 

341 (9G) Avenue Louise 

1050 Brussels 

Belgium 

Telephone: + 32 (0) 2 649 4547 

Email:howard.farr@bssteleport.com 
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About Intersat Africa Limited 

 

Headquartered in Nairobi, with offices in Dubai and London, Intersat is one of Africa’s leading satellite 

services providers, specializing in complete solution offerings to both large organizations and small and 

medium enterprises.  Led by its co-founder and CEO, Intersat has won numerous awards for its innovation, 

service quality, management of customers and employees, technical superiority and longstanding alliances 

with its satellite partners.  Intersat’s wide variety of customized products and services are optimized for 

customer’s needs and are used by national and multi-national corporations, academic institutions, financial 

institutions, backbone providers, broadcasters, Internet Service Providers and government institutions 

across Africa, Middle East and South East Asia. 

Through continuous research and development, Intersat has been able to deliver turnkey satellite systems 

and infrastructure that enables its customers to break their communications boundaries.  A team of 

dedicated and experienced technical personnel provides support to customers throughout the African 

continent from Intersat’s Nairobi office on a 24x7 basis. 

More details at www.intersatafrica.com 

 

For further information: Tabitha Mutua 

Intersat Africa Ltd. 

Middle East Operations 

A-Wing, Suite 511 

Dubai Silicon Oasis Authority Building 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

Telephone: +971 4372 4124 

Email:Tabitha.mutua@intersat.ae 

 

 

 

 


